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Habitat and ecology

The Australian Weasel Shark is known from continental shelves of northern Australia from inshore
bays to depths of 170 m (Last and Stevens 2009). The species is also caught in areas adjacent to coral
reefs in southern Queensland (Simpfendorfer, James Cook University, pers. comm.). Maximum size is
110 cm total length (TL) with males mature at approximately 60 cm TL and females at 60—-65 cm TL
(Last and Stevens 2009). Litter size is 1-19 with possibly two pregnancies per year, thus a gestation of
less than six months (Last and Stevens 2009).

Longevity: unknown
Max size: 110 cm TL
Males: ~60 cm TL
Females: 60-65 cm TL

Longevity and maximum size

Age and/or size at maturity (50%)

Link to IUCN Page: http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/161539/0
Link to page at Shark References: http://www.shark-references.com/species/view/Hemigaleus-

australiensis

References

Last, P.R. and Stevens, J.D. 2009. Sharks and Rays of Australia. Second Edition. CSIRO Publishing, Collingwood, Australia.

Simpfendorfer, C.A., McAuley, R., Chidlow, J., Lenanton, R., and Hall, N. 1999. Biology and stock assessment of Western Australia’s
commercially important shark species. Unpublished FRDC Final Report.

White, W.T., Last, P.R. and Compagno, L.J.V. 2005. Description of a new species of weasel shark, Hemingaleus australiensis n. sp.
(Carcharhiniformes: Hemigaleidae) from Australian waters. Zootaxa 1077: 37-49.


http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/161539/0
http://www.shark-references.com/species/view/Hemigaleus-australiensis
http://www.shark-references.com/species/view/Hemigaleus-australiensis



