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Summary
The Whiskery Shark is endemic to south and
southwest  Australia. It caught in -T"

commercial gillnet fisheries with the flesh
sold mostly in Australia. The species was
historically reduced to 20-52% of unexploited biomass but the stock has been stable or increasing
for about three generations (~30 years). The fishery is now tightly managed and regular monitoring
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occurs with the current catch considered to be below acceptable levels and the population is slowly
increasing. Therefore, the species is assessed as Least Concern (IUCN) (Kyne et al. 2021) and
Sustainable (SAFS).

Distribution
The Whiskery Shark occurs from North West Cape (Western Australia) south through southern
Australia and to eastern Victoria, including northern Tasmania (Last and Stevens 2009).

Stock structure and status

The Whiskery Shark is found in greatest abundance off southwestern Australia from Albany to
Kalbarri (Western Australia), and is rare off southeast Australia (South Australia, Victoria, and
Tasmania). The species was historically reduced to 20-52% of virgin biomass within three
generations (~30 years) (Simpfendorfer et al. 2000a). However, due to management changes that
include effort restrictions, the current population has stabilized in 2010-2011 and is slowly
increasing.

Fisheries

The Whiskery Shark is caught in commercial gillnet fisheries with the flesh primarily sold in Australia,
and it has been caught in Western Australia since the 1940s (Simpfendorfer and Donohue 1998).
Historically, catches of the Whiskery Shark in Western Australia exceeded 600 t in the 1980s, but
catch is currently around 100 t which is well below catch levels considered acceptable for the species
(Simpfendorfer et al. 2000b, Braccini et al. 2014). Smaller quantities (up to a maximum of



approximately 50 t) are also caught by commercial gillnet fisheries in South Australian waters
(Walker and Gason 2009). The Whiskery Shark is also caught by recreational fishers but the levels are
negligible compared to commercial quantities (Ryan et al. 2013).

Habitat and biology

The Whiskery Shark is most commonly found in rocky reef seagrass areas on the shelf from inshore
waters to depths of 220 m (Last and Stevens 2009). Maximum size is 150 cm total length (TL) with
both sexes mature at approximately 110 cm TL. Litter sizes are 4—29 pups with females giving birth
every second year (Simpfendorfer and Unsworth 1998, Simpfendorfer et al. 2000a).

Longevity estimated 15 years
Max size: 150 cm TL

Males: 4.5 years, ~110 cm TL
Females: 6.5 years, ~110 cm TL

Longevity and maximum size

Age and/or size at maturity (50%)

CAAB Code: 37 017003

Link to IUCN Page: https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/39351/68623545

Link to page at Shark References: http://www.shark-references.com/species/view/Furgaleus-
macki
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