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Report Card Remarks Wide ranging and common but in Australia only known from northern 
Western Australia where it is very rarely encountered by fisheries. 

 

Summary 
The Zebra Shark is wide ranging and apparently 
common in shallow waters of the Western Pacific. 
Although of little interest to commercial fisheries, 
the species is caught as bycatch of demersal 
trawlers and possibly other fisheries. It could be 
under some threat from destructive fishing 
practices and habitat degradation in Indonesia. 
However, in Australian waters the Zebra Shark is 
common within its range and there seem to be no 
major threats to its populations at the present 
time. Yet, its Australian depth range may not yet be fully known as it occurs at a deeper depth range 
than elsewhere. If it occurs shallower in northern West Australia, as elsewhere, fisheries interactions 
are still likely to be minimal. Therefore, the species is assessed as Data Deficient (IUCN) (Kyne et al. 
2021) in Australia, and Negligible (SAFS) as it is very rarely encountered in fisheries.  
  
Distribution 
The Zebra Hornshark occurs in Japan, Korea, China, Viet Nam, the Philippines, and Indonesia. In 
Australia, it has only been recorded from northern Western Australia (Compagno 2001, Last and 
Stevens 2009). 
 
Stock structure and status  
There is currently no information on population size, structure, or trend for the species though it is 
known to be common within its range. 
 
Fisheries 
It is caught as bycatch by commercial trawlers and possibly other fisheries outside of its Australian 
range. In Indonesia, it may also be under threat from destructive fishing practices such as cyanide 
and dynamite fishing, and habitat destruction. Utilization in aquarium trade is not recorded, but the 
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species is an obvious candidate because of its attractive colour pattern (Michael 2001). It is very 
rarely encountered in Australian fisheries warranting a Negligible status; if it does occur in shallower 
waters in Australia, the fishing effort in northwest Australia is minimal.  
 
Habitat and biology  
The Zebra Shark is a demersal shark of continental shelves. It is mostly found in depths shallower 
than 50 m, although recorded from the continental shelf of northern Western Australia in 150–200 
m depths, which suggests its Australian depth range may not yet be fully known (Kyne et al. 2021). 
Maximum size is approximately 122 cm total length (TL) with males mature at 64–84 cm TL (Last and 
Stevens 2009). Little else is known of its biology. 
 

Longevity and maximum size 
Longevity: unknown 
Max size: 122 cm TL 

Age and/or size at maturity (50%) 
Males: 64–84 cm 
Females: unknown TL 

 
CAAB Code: 37 007002  
Link to IUCN Page: https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/41825/68625931 
Link to page at Shark References: http://www.shark-
references.com/species/view/Heterodontus-zebra 
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