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Summary 
The Common Thresher is a large bodied 

species that is globally distributed throughout 

tropical and temperate pelagic waters. It has 

a notable tolerance for cold waters in contrast 

to other Thresher Shark species. Life history 

characteristics make it highly susceptible to 

fishing pressure. Due to its pelagic 

distribution, fishing pressure is high 

throughout much of its range. Globally, 

significant declines have been recorded 

throughout much of its distribution. In Australia, the species is occasionally taken in tuna longline 

fisheries and usually returned to the sea alive. However, stability of the species is dependent on levels 

of connectivity and migration of Common Thresher Sharks across Australia’s exclusive economic zone 

(EEZ) with regional neighbours. Therefore, the Common Thresher is assessed as globally Vulnerable 

(IUCN) and in Australia is suspected to be Least Concern (IUCN) and Sustainable (SAFS). The levels of 

connectivity within the region could affect the species stability in Australia; once connectivity is better 

understood the population status needs to be reassessed.  

 

Distribution 

The Common Thresher is circumglobal throughout tropical and temperate pelagic waters (Compagno 

2001). It is more common in temperate waters. It occurs in pelagic and outer shelf  waters surrounding 

Australia and is common in southern waters from Brisbane (Queensland) to North West Shelf in 

Western Australia (Last and Stevens 2009).  

 

Stock structure and status   
The Common Thresher is not as migratory as other Thresher species. Numerous isolated 

subpopulations likely exist globally with different growth and maturity parameters recorded between 

regions (Gubanov 1972, Moreno et al. 1989, Bedford 1992). The Atlantic and Pacific Oceans contain 

genetically discrete populations of Common Thresher (Trejo 2004). As a species, it is undergoing 

declines due to high levels of pelagic fishing pressure throughout much of its distribution. 
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Fisheries 
The Common Thresher is occasionally caught by the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery and the Western 
Tuna and Billfish Fishery in Australian waters, few are retained (Commonwealth of Australia 2014). It’s 
more coastal distribution means it is also occasionally caught in gillnet and longline fisheries that 
operate on the outer continental shelf, such as the gillnet sector of the Southern and Eastern Scale 
Fish Fishery and Western Australia’s Southern Demersal Gillnet and Demersal Longline Fishery 
(McAuley and Simpfendorfer 2003). Due to its life history characteristics, it is highly susceptible to 
fishing pressure (Cortes et al. 2010). It is far less migratory then other Thresher species making it 
susceptible to localised depletion. It is targeted and taken as bycatch in pelagic fisheries, including 
longline, gillnet and purse seine where it is highly prized for both its meat and fins (Compagno 1990). 
Little is known on abundance levels in the Indo-Pacific due to poor reporting but fishing pressure is 
high in pelagic waters. Within the northwest Atlantic, catch rates of Threshers as a collective declined 
by 80% from 1986-2000 (Baum et al. 2003).  
 

Habitat and biology  
The Common Thresher is circumglobal with a preference for temperate pelagic and outer shelf waters 

(Compagno 1984). It occurs from the surface to depths of at least 366 m (Compagno 1984). Maximum 

size ranges vary with sex and location from 415-570 cm total length (TL) (Gubanov 1972, Cailliet et al. 

1983, Compagno 1984, Moreno et al. 1989). Maximum recorded age is 24 years and it is estimated to 

reach up to 50 years (Cailliet et al. 1983).  

 

Longevity and maximum size 
Longevity: observed 24 years, estimated 50 years 
Max size: 415-570 cm TL 

Age and/or size at maturity (50%) 
Males: 340 cm  TL 
Females: 350 cm TL 

 

 

Link to IUCN Page: http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/39339/0 

Link to page at Shark References: http://shark-references.com/species/view/Alopias-vulpinus 
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