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Summary

The Fleshynose Catshark is a
deepwater species found on upper
continental slopes and seamounts. It is
widespread across the northeast and
northwest Atlantic and the southwest
Pacific. The species is an uncommon bycatch of commercial deepwater trawlers, and the majority of
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its habitat is outside the reach of fisheries. Given the little overlap between the species’ range and
deepwater fisheries, it can be inferred that the risk of fisheries exploitation affecting the population
is low. Therefore, the species is assessed as Least Concern (IUCN) and in Australia, Sustainable (SAFS).

Distribution

The Fleshynose Catshark occurs in Australia from Cape Leeuwin (Western Australia) to Sugarloaf Point
(New South Wales), including Tasmania (Nakaya et al. 2008). Elsewhere in the southwest Pacific it is
known from New Zealand and New Caledonia. In the northeast Atlantic it is found off France, Ireland
and the British Isles (Iglésias et al. 2004, Ebert and Stehmann 2013). In the northwest Atlantic it is
known from off the northern United States of America (Iglésias et al. 2004).

Stock structure and status
A recently described species, known from 53 specimens. There is currently no information on
population size, structure, or trend for the species.

Fisheries

The Fleshynose Catshark is an uncommon bycatch of commercial deepwater trawlers. In Australia,
most of the depth range of this species is outside the activity of commercial trawl fisheries and it is
expected that bycatch levels would be low to negligible. The majority of fishing effort in the Great
Australian Bight Trawl sector is in shallower water than the depth range of this species (Moore and
Curtotti 2014). In the Commonwealth Trawl sector most areas below 700 m are closed to fishing, so
there is no fishery operating in the depth range of this catshark in this area either (Penney et al. 2014).
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Habitat and biology

The Fleshynose Catshark occurs on continental mid-slopes and seamounts at depths of 512 to 1,520
m, but generally deeper than 1,000 m (Iglésias et al. 2004, Nakaya et al. 2008). The maximum size is
76 cm total length (TL) (Iglésias et al. 2004). Males and females mature at greater than 60 cm TL
(Nakaya et al. 2008). Very little is known of the biology.

Longevity: unknown

Longevity and maximum size .
Max size: 76 cm TL

Age and/or size at maturity (50%) | Both sexes: >60 cm TL

Link to IUCN Page: http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/42700/0
Link to page at Shark References: http://www.shark-references.com/species/view/Apristurus-

melanoasper

References

Ebert, D.A. and Stehmann, M.F.W. 2013. Sharks, batoids, and chimaeras of the North Atlantic. FAO Species Catalogue for Fishery Purposes
No. 7. Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO). FAO, Rome.

Gordon, J.D.M. 2003. The Rockall Trough, Northeast Atlantic: the cradle of deep-sea biological oceanography that is now being subjected
to unsustainable fishing activity. Journal of Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Science 31: 57-83.

Iglésias, S.P., Nakaya, K. and Stehmann, M. 2004. Apristurus melanoasper, A New Species of Deep-Water Catshark from the North Atlantic
(Chondrichthyes: Carcharhiniformes: Scyliorhinidae). Cybium 4(5): 345-356.

Moore, A. and Curtotti, R. 2014. Great Australian Bight Trawl sector. In: Georgeson, L., Stobutzki, I. and Curtotti, R. (eds), Fishery status
reports 2013-14, pp. 221-238. Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences, Canberra.

Nakaya, K., Sato, K. and Iglesias, S.P. 2008. Occurrence of Apristurus melanoasper from the South Pacific, Indian and South Atlantic oceans
(Carcharhiniformes: Scyliorhinidae). In: White, P.R., Last, W.T. and Pogonoski, J.J. (eds), Descriptions of new Australian
chondrichthyans, pp. 61-74. CSIRO Marine and Atmospheric Research Paper No. 022.

Penney, A., Moore, A., Flood, M., Georgeson, L. and Curtotti, R. 2014. Commonwealth Trawl and Scalefish Hook sectors. In: Georgeson, L.,
Stobutzki, I. and Curtotti, R. (eds), Fishery Status Reports 2013-14, pp. 128-213. Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource
Economics and Sciences, Canberra.


http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/42700/0
http://www.shark-references.com/species/view/Apristurus-melanoasper
http://www.shark-references.com/species/view/Apristurus-melanoasper



