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In Australia, west coast population is Recovering and east coast 
population status is unknown. This species has been assessed in the 
Status of Australian Fish Stocks http://www.fish.gov.au/ 

 

Summary 
The Sandbar Shark is a coastal, large 

bodied shark that is widely distributed 

throughout tropical and temperate 

waters of the globe. It is highly 

susceptible to fishing pressure due to 

its life history characteristics. The 

Sandbar Shark is targeted by fisheries 

throughout its distribution and forms 

an important component of many 

fisheries. Globally, population declines 

due to fishing pressure have occurred 

in the Atlantic, Mediterranean and 

Northwest Pacific. In Australia, 

overfishing has driven declines in Western Australian and New South Wales. Management action has 

occurred to reduce further declines within Australia. Therefore, the Sandbar Shark is assessed globally 

as Vulnerable (IUCN) and in Australia as Near Threatened (IUCN). This species has been assessed in 

the Status of Australian Fish Stocks Reports as Recovering for the western Australian stock and 

Undefined for the eastern Australian stock. 

 

Distribution 
The Sandbar Shark is patchily distributed throughout tropical and temperate coastal waters of the 

world (Last and Stevens 2009). Within Australia, it is found from Esperance (Western Australia), 

through the Northern Territory, Queensland and to Coffs Harbour (New South Wales) (Last and 

Stevens 2009).  

 

Stock structure and status   
In Australia, the Sandbar Shark is considered to have separate Western Australian and eastern 

Australian stocks. In Western Australia, management actions introduced after 2005 reduced the 

fishing pressure, and the Western Australian stock is as considered transitional recovering (McAuley 

et al. 2014). The status of the Eastern Australian stock is unknown. 
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Fisheries 
The primary threat to the Sandbar Shark is fishing pressure. Due to the life history characteristics, it is 
highly susceptible to overfishing (Sminkey and Musick 1995, McAuley et al. 2005, 2006). It is a major 
component of coastal shark fisheries throughout its distribution (Compagno 1984, Last and Stevens 
2009, McAuley et al. 2005). Its fins are highly prized and made up at least 2-3% of fins traded in the 
world’s largest shark fin trading centre, Hong Kong (Clarke et al. 2006). Overfishing has occurred in 
the Atlantic, Mediterranean and Northwest Pacific. Within Australia, catches have declined from 
higher levels (>300 t in 2008) to lower levels (32 t in 2017), largely due to management actions. Catches 
from Western Australian stocks were unsustainable, and new management arrangements were 
introduced in 2005 to protect adult sharks that included large spatial closures (McAuley et al. 2014). 
Stocks are now recovering. In Eastern Australia, Sandbar Sharks represented 35% of the catch of set-
line fishery that targeted large sharks for their fins. In 2009, management introduced shark trip limits 
that rendered shark fishing uneconomical (Broadhurst et al. 2014).  
 

Habitat and biology  
In other parts of the world the Sandbar Shark is a coastal species with the young often found in shallow 

waters such as tidal flats, estuaries and bays (Grubbs et al. 2007). However, in Australian waters the 

young occur in more offshore areas. Adults are also found further offshore around topographic 

features such as islands and reefs and can occur down to depths of 280 m. Maximum size is at least 

215 cm total length (TL) (SAFS 2016).  

 

Longevity and maximum size 
Longevity: estimated 30-40 years 
Max size: 215 cm TL 

Age and/or size at maturity (50%) 
Males: 13.8 yrs, 136 cm fork length 
Females: 16.2 yrs, 127 cm fork length 

 

Link to State of Australian Fish Stocks Page: http://www.fish.gov.au  

Link to IUCN Page: http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/3853/0 

Link to page at Shark References: http://shark-references.com/species/view/Carcharhinus-

plumbeus 
 

References 

Broadhurst, M.K., Butcher, P.A., Millar, R.B., Marshall, J.E. and Peddemors, V.M. 2014. Temporal hooking variability among sharks on 

south-eastern Australian demersal longlines and implications for their management. Global Ecology and Conservation 2: 181-

189.  

Clarke, S., Magnusson, J.E., Abercrombie, D.L., McAllister, M. and Shivji, M.S. 2006. Identification of shark species composition and 

proportion in the Hong Kong shark fin market using molecular genetics and trade records. Conservation Biology 20: 201-211. 

Compagno, L.J.V. 1984. FAO species catalogue. Vol. 4. Sharks of the world. An annotated and illustrated catalogue of shark species known 

to date. Part 2 - Carcharhiniformes. FAO Fisheries Synopsis, pp. 251-655. FAO, Rome. 

Grubbs, R.D., Musick, J.A., Conrath, C.L. and Romine, J.G. 2007. Long-term movements, migration, and temporal delineation of summer 

nurseries for juvenile sandbar sharks in the Chesapeake Bay region. In: McCandless, C.T., Kohler, N.E. and Pratt Jr, H.L. (eds), 

Shark nursery grounds of the Gulf of Mexico and the East Coast waters of the United States, pp. 87–108. American Fisheries 

Society Symposium. 

Last, P.R. and Stevens, J.D. 2009. Sharks and Rays of Australia. Second Edition. CSIRO Publishing, Collingwood, Australia. 

McAuley, R. B., Simpfendorfer, C. A., Hyndes, G. A., Allison, R. R., Chidlow, J. A., Newman, S. J., and Lenanton, R. C. 2006.  Validated age and 

growth of the sandbar shark, Carcharhinus plumbeus (Nardo 1827) in the waters off Western Australia. Environmental Biology 

of Fishes 77: 385-400. 

McAuley, R. Lenanton, R., Chidlow, J. Allison, R. and Heist, E. 2005. Biology and stock assessment of the thickskin (sandbar) shark, 

Carcharhinus plumbeus, in Western Australia and further refinement of the dusky shark, Carcharhinus obscurus, stock 

assessment. Final FRDC Report – Project 2000/134. Fisheries Research Division Western Australian Fisheries and Marine 

Research Laboratories Fisheries Research Report no. 151. 

McAuley, R, Peddemors, V., Roelofs, A. and Johnson, G. 2014. Sandbar shark, Carcharhinus plumbeus. In: Flood, M, Stobutzki, I, Andrews, J, 

Ashby, C, Begg, G, Fletcher, R, Gardner, C, Georgeson, L, Hansen, S, Hartmann, K, Hone, P, Horvat, P, Maloney, L, McDonald, B, 

Moore, A, Roelofs, A, Sainsbury, K, Saunders, T, Smith, T, Stewardson, C, Stewart, J and Wise, B (eds), Status of key Australian 

fish stocks reports 2014. Fisheries Research and Development Corporation, Canberra. 

Sminkey, T.R. and Musick, J.A. 1995. Age and growth of the Sandbar Shark, Carcharhinus plumbeus, before and after population depletion. 

Copeia 1995: 871–883. 

Published Date: 1 March 2019

http://www.fish.gov.au/
http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/3853/0
http://shark-references.com/species/view/Carcharhinus-plumbeus
http://shark-references.com/species/view/Carcharhinus-plumbeus



