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Whitespotted Guitarfish, Rhynchobatus australiae
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Summary

The Whitespotted Guitarfish is taken
by artisanal, recreational and
commercial fisheries throughout its
range. The fins from large animals fetch
high prices and it is inferred that

numbers globally have been reduced I/.\'
e s,
by fishing. In Australia, it is caught in & K
well managed trawl and net fisheries. > Source: Tassapon

In Southeast Asia and more widely in S BAT e

the Indian Ocean, there is ongoing population reduction

and continued very high level of exploitation. Therefore, globally the species is assessed as Vulnerable
(IUCN). In Australia, management measures over the last decade will have reduced fishing mortality
in Australian waters. In Australia, it is assessed as Near Threatened (IUCN) and Sustainable (SAFS)
because fishing threats within Australia are managed and likely to be minor.

Distribution

Recent taxonomic studies have increased the global range of the species; it now occurs widely in the
Indo-West Pacific from eastern Africa to New Caledonia (P. Last, CSIRO, pers. comm., 2015). In
Australia, the Whitespotted Guitarfish occurs from Fremantle (Western Australia) north through
Northern Territory and Queensland to Crowdy Head (New South Wales) (Last and Stevens 2009).

Stock structure and status

Recent taxonomic revision of the genus makes it difficult to discern population trends. Declines of the
Whitespotted Guitarfish in Southeast Asia and elsewhere in the Indo-West Pacific are inferred given
the widespread historical and continuing declines of demersal fisheries in this region (Stobutzki et al.
2006). There is little data from Australian waters on the population status, but fishing mortality in the
Northern Prawn Fishery are sufficiently low to ensure sustainability (Zhou and Griffiths 2008).

Fisheries

The primary threat to the species is fishing and habitat destruction. In Australia, it is caught in trawl
fisheries and gillnet fisheries. The introduction of compulsory use of turtle exclusion devices in
northern Australian trawl fisheries has reduced the bycatch of larger sharks and rays (>1 m) (Brewer
et al. 2006). There is a ban on retention of shark products in the Northern Prawn Fishery (Bensley et
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al. 2009). The fishing threats to the Whitespotted Guitarfish within Australian waters are managed
and likely to be minor. The introduction of shark finning bans in all Australian waters over the last
decade may have affected finning in Australian waters but are unlikely to have reduced international
demand. Very large gillnet catches of rhynchobatids in Indonesia have been observed (White and
Dharmadi 2007). There is also evidence that fishers from Indonesia occasionally fish in northern
Australian waters (Chen 1996, Field et al. 2009) and while there has been a decline since 2006 in this
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (IlUU) in northern Australian waters (Field et al. 2009,
Haward and Bergin 2016), it is still likely to occur. The extensive loss of coastal mangroves is also a
threat to the Whitespotted Guitarfish; Southeast Asia has seen an estimated 30% reduction in
mangrove area since 1980 (FAO 2007, Polidoro et al. 2010).

Habitat and biology

The Whitespotted Guitarfish occurs inshore on the continental shelves down to a depth of 100 m (Last
and Stevens 2009, P. Last, CSIRO, pers. comm., 2015). The maximum size is 300 cm total length (TL)
(from Thailand) (White and Dharmadi 2007). Maximum age is unknown but it is estimated that female
age at maturity may be greater than 12 years (White et al. 2014).

Longevity: unknown

Max size: 300 cm TL

Males: 4-5 years, 110-131 cm TL

Females: estimated > 12 years, 280-300 cm TL

Longevity and maximum size

Age and/or size at maturity (50%)

Link to IUCN Page: http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/41853/0
Link to page at Shark References: http://shark-references.com/species/view/Rhynchobatus-
australiae
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